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£LISHOP PORTEUS’S LETTER 
LO THE INHABITANTS OF MAN- 
CHESTER AND THE AD-. * 
JACENT PARTS. 
[Concluded from page 133.] , 

If you have preserved'a duesense 
of piety in your own minds, have 
you endeavovred to transfuse it into 
those of your childrea, your servants, 
your manufacturers: Their souls, as 
well as their bodies, are to a great 
degree in your hands. Have you 
been faithful to this trust, and con- 
sulted equally the welfare of both? 
Have you more especially given your’ ; 
children, not merely a learned, a 
prudent, a worldly education, but 
(what is: of infinitely more impor- 
tance both to your happiness and 
theirs, and yet is now most dread- 
fully neglected) a moral and a reli-| 
gious one? Have you made them 
early acquainted with their Maker 
and their Redeemer; and explained 
to them the connexion they have with 
another world? Is it. on that world 
you have taught them to fix their 
hearts and affections, and have you, 
been more anxious to instruct thea 
in the means of. securing an inheri- 
tance, there, than in the arts of a-, 
massing wealth, and. acquiring dis- 
tinction here? Whatis it. that has 
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and the ruling passion of your souls: 
For what purpose have you ‘risen 
early and taken rest late, and eat 
the bread of carefulness?”* Has it 
been soltly ta extend your trade, to 
accumulate . fortunes, to multiply 
houses and villas, and to join field 
to field; or have you carried your 
views still farther, and entertained 
ideas of afay more noble and exalt- 
ed nature? Have you opened a com- 
munication, and established a com- 
merce, With those remote regions 
that lie beyond the grave, and made 
it your chief business to lay up trea- 
sures there, which no accidents can 
diminish, no prodigal heir can dis- 
sipate, or convert into instruments 
of his own destruction? Have you 
in all’ your various concerns, both 
at home and abroad, conducted your- 
selves on the strictest principles of 
justice and integrity, uprightness 
and fair-dealing; and if God has 
blessed your honest’ labours with 

uccess, have you paid, with cheor- 
fulness and liberality, that tri- 
bute of beneficence which he requires 
at your. hands, for the relief a 
comfort of your necessitous breth- 
ren? 

These, my brethren, are all chris- 
tian duties, they constitute the ve- 
ry life and soul of religion, and if 
in these you have been materially de- 
ficient, you have reason to thank 
God for exciting you in the manner 








been principal in your “intentions, 


* Ps. cxxvil,.3. 
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he has done, to a juster sense, and 
a more exact performance of them. 
And you have the more reason ti 
thank him, because in the «midst 
of judgment he has remembered 
mercy,” because he «quickly turned 
his anger away, and would not suf- 
fer his whole displeasure to arise.”’* 
Had he permitted the shocks you 
felt to have continued afew minutes 
longer, you might have been involy- 
ed in the same destruction which 
some years ago overwhelmed the un- 
happy city of Lisbon, and a great 
part of its inhabitants. Compare 
vour own deliverance with: that 
dreadful catastrophe, and then for- 
bear if you can, to bless God from 
the bottom of your souls, for chas- 
tising and admonishing you with so 
eentle a hand. «As a man chas- 
teneth his son, so has the Lord chas- 
ened you (not to consume, but on 
lv) to humble and prove you, and 
to do you good at your latter end.”"} 
ettis anger endureth but a moment, 
aud in his favour is life”; «in a 
tittle wrath LE hid my face from thee 
for a monent, but with everlasting 
kindness wil E have merey on thee, 
saith the Lord.’ Let not this kind- 
ness, I beseech you, be Jost upon 
you. Your first terrors and appre- 
insions would gradually die away, 
und the littl temporary reformati- 
on Which they might possibly pro 
duce at the time, would vanish with 
them. Bat if the warmest senti- 
ments of gratitude for your preser- 
vation do not remain deeply im- 
pressed upon your souls, and pro- 
duce the most salutary effects on your 
hearts and lives, you will show your- 
selves to be utterly unworthy of the 
mercies you have received, and can 
have no reason to expect a repetiti- 
on of them on auy future occasion. 


row 


* Ps. Ixxviii. 39, 
t Ps, xxx. 5. 


+ Deut. viii. 2, 5. 
4 Is, liv. 8, 
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Bishop Porteus’s Letiey. 


If this forbearance of God is dea 
spised, and this lenity abused, he 
may think it necessary to visit you 
with severer judgments, Take then 
the best, the only rational method to 
avert his future displeasure. Re. 
commend yourselves to his favour, 
not merely by a sudden, transient 
fit of devotion, the abortive offspring 
of fear, but by a sincere, and fer- 
vent, and heart-felt piety; by con- 
secrating the rest of your lives to the 
service of your Maker; by offering 
up yourselves, soul and body, as a 


reasonable, holy, and lively sacrifice 
unto Lilitts **by deuing, jeetlys, lowing 


mercy, and keeping you:selves un- 
spotted from the werld.’’* 

'Po all this let me entreat you to 
add moreover, that much neglected 
practice of family prayer. It is at 
all times a duty of high rank and 
importance; and in your present 
circumstances, after the adimoniti- 
ons you have so lately received, you 
cannot but perceive a peculiar pro- 
priety in it. You have seen, you 
have felt, with a force superior to 
all reasoning, that you are continu- 
ally exposed to dangers and acci- 
deits which no human pradence can 
foresce or prevent; and that you stand 
in daily and hourly need of some 
superior aid, without which, the ve- 
ry ground you stand upon, firm and 
sure as it seems to be, may sink 
from under your feet, and overwhelm 
you and your possessions, the pain- 
ful fruitof all your care and toil, in 
one common grave. You cannot 
then surely think it foo much trou- 
ble, or too much waste of time, to 
spend a few minutes every day, not 
only in private, but with your whole 
house, in endeavouring to secure, 
by frequent and fervent prayer, the 
constant superintendance of a gra- 
cious Providence over you. It is 


* Micah vi. 8.—James i. 27. 
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greatly to your eredit that as your) 
towns have been enlarged and im- 
proved, your churches have also 
multiplied in the same proportion. 
In this. you have shewn a very pro- 
per regard for the honour of God, 
aud the decent celebration of divine 
worship. Go a little farther stil in 
the demonstrations of your piety. 
and let every one of you make his 
own house «a house of prayer.”’* 
a temple fit fur the Holy One to in- 
habit. It will cost you but little 
to do this. Lt will require no addi 
tional ornament to your dweilings. 
cave those of a devout heart aud «| 
virtuous life. And who then shail 
harm you, if you be thus followers 
of that which is good.’’+ I do not 
say that no misfortune will then ever 
befall you. For even the most righ- 
tcous of men must expect to taste 
sometimes the bitter cup of affliction. 
But you will have the very best se- 
curly against the evils of life, and 
if they do overtake you, the best 
support under them that either this 
world or the next can give. You 
vill be under the immediate inspec- 
tion and care of that Almighty Be- 
ing, who bas the whole creation at 
his command, «who measures the 
waters in the hollow of his hand, 
and metes out the heavens witha 
span, and comprehends the dust of 
the earth in a measure, and wetehs 
the mountains in scales, and the hills 
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comforts to offer you than these, 
they will deserve some attention. 
Hutilin the hand of God only youcan 
think yourselves safe, if in the pro- 
mises of the Gospel alone you find 
that sovereign remedy which com- 
poses all your fears, and gives rest 
to your souls, you can no longer 
doubt what course you have to take. 
Your first business is to render your- 
selves worthy (by a holy life and 
reliance on the merits of your Re- 
deemer) of the divine protection; 
your next, to repose upon it with 
boundless confidence, and perfect 
tranquillity, «casting all your care 
upon, God, because he careth for 
you.”* ‘Then may you say, even 
under the most alarming apprehensi- 
ons—+**God is our hope and strength, 
a very present heip in trouble. 
Therefore, will we not fear, though 
the earth be moved, and though the 
hills be carried into the midst of the 
seae ‘The Lord is our light, and 
our salvation, whom then shall we 
fear? the Lord is the strength of 
our Jife, of whom then shali we be 
afraid?’’+ 

‘Vo His gracious protection Tear. 
nestly recommend you, and remain 

Your affectionate brother, 

and servant in Clirisf, 
B. CHESTER, 


oe 
idéde 


October 10, 
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in a balance, and takes up the isles 
as avery little thing.”’t A Being 
such as this can never want the pow- 
er, and we know well, that he never 
wants the will, to protect those that 
trust in him; from whom he will either 
avert every great and extraordinary 
disaster, or make it conduce ulfi- 
mately to their good. If infidelity 
and irreligion have any mere solid 
* Is. Ivi. 7. 
t Is. xi. 12, 195. 


+1 Pet. iii, 13. 





‘CHAP. IX. 
Of Atonement for Sin by the Death of 
Jesus Christ. 
(Concluded from page 135°) 

As the Socinians deny the Fall of 
Man, they cannot be consistent, with- 
out denying all its consequences; of 
which the doctrine of Atonement is 
one of the most considerable. And 
« doctrine it is, so plain and strik- 
ing, that all mankind, who have had 


ee 





* 1} Petv. 7. + Vs. xilvi. 1,2, xxvii. 1. 
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any notion of God’s purity, and their | 
own guilt, have joined in the practice | 


| " offering sacrifices, to avert the 
sath of invisible powers; thus giv- 
ing universal testimony to that great 
principle of the Law and the Gospel. 
that without shedding of blood there 
is no remission, And this general 
aitachment to the notion of expiation | 
disposed the Gentiles to embrace the | 
sacrifice of Christ, in whom they 
found that atonement, which they 
had all desired; and therefore the 
prophet scrupled not to call him the 
Desire of all nations. Bat, in this 
capacity, he is not desirable to the: 
Sucinians, who have found out ano- 
ther way of acceptance. ‘They hold, 
that nothing is necessary, but mere 
yepentance and moral reformation, 
on the part of sinners; and that God, 
on his part. is bound by his good- 
ness, to forgive them. for nothing 
But now, what are we to do with all) 


those declarations of the Scripture over. 


which speak of Jesus Christ, as a sa- 
erifice for Sin? In answer to which, 
I may venture to assure you, that! 
the same ingenuity, which proves 
Jesus Christ to be no more than a| 


‘destroyed; 


Socwnianism. 


as he was for us. 


But what saith 
the Scripture? Christ our Passover 


is sacrificed for us. Did not the 
Passover and its blood stop the exe- 
cution of that vengeance, which fell 
jupon the Egyptians? If Christ then 
is our Pasnaver, it must follow, that 
jhris blood now does for us, what the 
blood of the Paschal Lamb did for 
the Hebrews in Mgypt: but that blood 
was expiatory, and carried redemp- 
tion from death with it: and there- 
fore so is his; according to that of St. 
‘Paul, We have redemption through 
hi s blood. even the forgiveuess of our 
‘sigs. Wasthe Paosevey an example 
to the Hebrews? Did it die for its 
own religion? No; its blood was ac- 
cepted for the saving of the people 
of God, when the unbelieving were 
and therefore Christ’s 
vlood as the great antitype before 
- referred to, is ac cepted for the same 
end: otherwise he can be no Passe 
Indeed. so false is it that 
Christ’s sacrifice was figurative, that 
there never was any true and proper 
sacrifice, but his only. ‘The blood 














of bulls, and of goats, and of lambs, 
iwhich were ofiered daily, under the 


man, can as easily prove, that he! Law, and had the appearance of real 


was no sacrifice. It is true, say 
they, he is called a sacrifice, but on- 
ly ina figurative expression, as our 


‘sacrifices, could not accomplish what 


it aimed at: it could not purge the 
conscience from a sense of guilt: and 


prayers and praises are called sacri-, fo shew that it had not done so, those 


“oa 
ge. but only an example of patient 
alae for his religion; an example 
to us to ‘suffer j in like manner, 1f we 
are called upon; and this, says our 
author, in his canting way, was. a 
noble sacrifice indeed. So that a 
noble sacrifice is no sacrifice at all. 
And now, my brethren, is not this a 
noble way of interpreting the Scrip- 
ture? Christ died for our Sins: and 
what does it mean? Nothing at all. 
but that he died for his own religion! 
And, if we die in like manner, then 


His death was no Ssin- -offer-| sacrifices were 


offered repeatedly, 
day by day, and year by year: but 
| Christ offered himself once for all, 


‘and by that offering, perfected for 


ever them that are sanctified. With 


‘the merits of this sacrifice, he now 


ajappears, as our high Priest, in the 
presence of God, for us, as the high 
Priest of the Jews went into the 
most holy place of the ‘Temple, once 
a year, with the blood of the yearly 
sacrifice. We are far from denying, 
that Christ was an example to us in 
his Death, as well as in his Life: but 





we are as truly a sacrifice for him, | 


le was not only an example, as the 
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socinian falsely asserts. He was an} @HAP. X. 
Intercessor, a Mediator, atemple, a 
Priest, a sacrifice, a ransom, a price Conclusion. 


of vedemption, a propitiation, an a- 
tonement, a lamb slain for the sins 


of the world: he was. in short, all 
> “"\|thren, either at the absurdity, or 


that the Law exhibited: and instead!” . . 

f beine paqencron tne only in Seare ‘wickedness, of these attempts Waich 
0 ing a sacrifice only in figures) a non vour faith: the scrip 
all the sacrifices that had been be-| 2PO Mace oe nce. - 
Se See -aitare hath told us, the time should 
fore him, from the beginning of the| ” 41 i seal maalads 
wail. ane tien Memes. af Ghick inl et COR OE ee ee eee 

Lie Jb & 1¢ 1 ivCS. oOo: V rmCil if iseund doctrine but be poss: ssed 
himself, once for all, in the end of|” “ ~ ‘ of aamuiee wail a 

sale ;With an fel ’ MLYS a! 
the world was the substance and re- | ° mPa eS 
ality latanbers give credit to any false per- 
ji ; 1 isuasion. it is natural for them to 
[f you wish to see the whole doc-j wich, that you may endare sound 


You are not to wonder, my bre- 





‘ wal . ee 4; ee as y ae ft 4 . ° . 2 y 4 

ne nian ment comiiomed and ex ‘doctrine as little as they do. With 
¢ a ‘ . « » wt , re tga! at? ° : bs > 

p wre 7 y' a single te ats 4 onside "ithis view, they fake all possible 
. va >» £ : . ‘ Senge ‘vise w . . . » ' . 

W bit tire we postl« hath Salta, Tic tj) Ae Dawmis for the propagation ot tie r° 


@) oy , og » | +7 wel , iw . , ipl a - . ° ° 
OG, wie i VW Silt wilfully I] alte l Catse OP TWONSs which Dr. ’riesticy, 


trine nf 


my" | 
that we have received tie Knowled se, in false English, calls the Spread of 
of the truth, there remainrti no) pputh, [hese opinions, as you have 
more sacriace tor sins, bul a certain) seen, are very flattering to human 
fearful looking for of judgment, and ypide: and it is an old saying, that 
Hery indignation, which shall devour fatterers are easily believed. No 
the adversaries. Phis teaches Us, deen reasoning is requisite, when the 
that a fire from heaven is due to sin-| treachery of your own hearts assists 
ners, and must fall upon those sin-' them in their work; the success of 
hers themsetves, anless a sacriices) which is farther promoted by the 
exposing itself in their stead, shall choanness of; their publications, 
turn away the indignation that -\ which puts them into the hands of 
waits them. Curist is this sacrilices) tye towest readers. O Jet not the 
accepted of God as our suustitute:| fishandman go to sleep, while the 
but, if we depart from our protes-| enemy is thus diligent, and suc- 
sion, despising the advantage of this) cessral!’ You may judge, therefore, 
substitution, then we can find no) tat your situation is dangerous; and 
other sacrifice, but must receive! whey you are convinced of this, it is 
the divine wrath in our own per-'joned, you will be on your guard. 
sien And now [ have endeavoured, as my 

When God shall be revealed. as| duty requires, to shew you what the 
once on Mount Sinai, and that fery|enemies of your faith have to say, in 
indignation which is looked for,}one of their pieces; you may be able 
shall be falling upon the adversaries; to judge of the rest for yourselves, 
of the Gospel, then we shall see the; So, for the present, I shall conclu‘le 
necessity of this sacrifice for sin:| with that advice of St. John—Be- 
and, if the sophistry of any seducer| loved, believe not every Spirit, but 
shall have tempted us to rely on|try the Spirits, whether they are of 
some other method of salvation, we! God: because many false prophets 
shall curse the hour, in which we] are gone out into the World. 1 John 


listened to him. - live we 
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From Mason's Remains. | mercy for you, if you refuse him not, 
Consider that Christ alone, is|U make haste to your Saviour, yield 
your way to God; let Christ there-|to all his demands and take him, as 
fore be precious to your souls, La-/offered in the Gospel, in all his 
bour for true faith in him. Take | offices. 
him for your Lord and Saviour.} Endeavour to be truly and tho- 
Submit to his commands inall things, roughly religious, and be not dis- 
and rest your souls upon him alone, \( -ouraged at the difficulties of it, 
for reconciliation and peace with)God’s grace shall be sufficient for 
God. Open your licart to the moti-| your help; his promises shall be 
ons of his Spirit; and be sure to|vour sweet encouragement. The 
impreve his motions—follow his|trouble and pains of religion shall 
drawings, and, by no means, grieve} be but shert, and your reward shall 
lism. be glorious and eternal. «Our light 


Be speedy in your repentance and | afflictions, that ave but tora moment, 


dilicent in Your endeavours after! shall work aut for us afar more ex- 
holiness. While God is  calling,/ceeding and eternal wernt of glo- 
Christ inviting, the gate of nquieet ry.” esAnd the suffering: ; of this 
sct open, the ministers of the word. present life are not worthy to be 
exhorting, and the spirit drawing, le ompared with the glory which shail 
make haste and delay not. ‘be revealed.” 

Consider your life ts but short,; Choese then God for your por- 
and altogether uncertain. ‘lo defer} tion, and remember that he is the 
one day, may be to your everlasting | only happiness of a rational and im- 
pndo: ng. W hen your! life isonce gone, mortal soule The soul, that was 
it wili be in vain to think of re-| made for God, can find no happiness 
penting. You shall then have no}but in Gods it came from God, and 
hiore sermons, nu more offers of! can never be happy but by returning 
Christ and grace. God will be pa-| to him again, and resting in hint. 
dient no move, One offer of grace) Get him for your portion, and you 
refused, renders @ sinner inexcusa-j| have all. Then you have infinite 
ble, though God should never offer’ wisdom to direct you, infinite know- 
his mercy any more. © trilie not ledge to teach you, infinite mercy to 
with your soul! Be not careless of nity and save you, infinite love to 
eternal hap piness, You have heaven) care for and comfort you, and infi- 
and hell, life and death before YOu. | nite power to protect and keep you. 
and iit depends upon your own CHORE, | 
which shall be your portion, Choease 
life, and choose it speedily. And, 
remember that you have but one life | Towards the Jattcr part of the 
to choose it in. Frifle not away fourth century, an infinite number of 
this moment upon which depends! people used to go and visti the holy 
eternity. places in Palestine, and this caused 

Stand not upon a short labour, the works of Origen to be known in 
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From Dr. Jortin'’s Discourses, 


difficulty, self-denial, or suffering, the west. Ruyfinus, a presbyter o1 
for your eternal happiness. God; Aquileia, imbibed the sentiments ol 


would have you saved, Christ hath Origen, and returning to Italy, 
died for you, that you m ight be re-;spread them every where, by trans- 
conciled to God: He is interceding: lating divers books of this father. 
with the Father, for all grace and/{t was from Rufinus, that Pelagius, 
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and Celestius his pupil, learned at\will be found, which have absolutely 
Rome those doctrines for which they |no meaning at all; so that, in some 
were afterwards condemned. parts of this dispute, the contenders 
Pelagius wasevery where accused | might be compared to a Frenchman 
of denying altogether the assistance |and an Arabian, each of them know- 
of grace. "He t! ierefore wrote a book jing only his mother’s tongue, who 
on free will, in which he acknowledg- | ‘should baw! in their turns es loud as 
ed six kinds of grace, one kind of they were able, and sometimes both 
which is thus represented by him: |at once, without understanding one 
[hold that grace consists not only another, and then boast that they 
in the law of God, but in the assist-| had confuted their adversary. It is 
ance of God. He assists us by his to be feared, that christians will con- 
doctrine and revelation, by opening ‘tinue to pursue the same methods, 
the eyes of the mind, by showing | ¢ of disputing about the means and 
us things future, that the things pre-/ helps to obtain moral goodness. with- 
nt may not have duminion over us. poy studying to practice the thing 
by discovering to us the snares of itself, 
the devil, and by iNaminating us| ‘P homas Aquinas, inthe year 12 
vith divers and ineffable gifts of his} composed a body of divin:ty, which 
heavenly grace. was In great vogue, at thet time, 
St. Augustin accused Pelagius, |" din the follow ing centuries, till 
notofhay ing absolute ly denied grace, iu he reformation, Vhomas held ab- 
' it of having denied the necessityof, solu te predestination, and Luther, 
if who in bis youth had studied hts 
. system. retained this doctrine. Cal- 
vin entered into the same sentim: nts, 





Never was there a dispufe more 
nbarrassed than this. keach party) ' : 
= | lesa land was a fcllower of Augustin, 
being pressed by some troublesome |). “a 

Phe Calvinists have gener rally ad- 
conseque nee. endeavoured to show 


> ; hh red to Calvin's system, but the 
tle difiiculty by using terms to which | j ‘ 

| aufherans, in this point. departed 
they gave aseuse different from that, 


whi " their adversaries ascribed to from their master. Erasmus scru- 
Vvieich thelr ¢ rCTSa ; i : 
’ : yi pied not to censure the Augustinian 
the same words. ‘Thus the were)t | : 
lid not signify the same thine | foctriness; in which, as ino many 
SPACC. ail { 1 oa t eC Subic Eth’: 5 ; : : 
other things, he did eminent service 


es 
‘4 


With Pelagius, as with Augustin. yore : 

- Ta Her ‘ 7 he ig -), to religion. The divines of the 
Ale me facier Save tue ame Oi ti-| gy ' x ite ; 
i ? . - y. . (Church of Rome were divided. A- 
verty to that which is not usually so| this t 

/ Ibout this time, there sprung up in 


called, Manv are of cpinion, that 
ay “1, apaney” ¥ J (| eneland a set of people cailed Gos. 
ifwe carefully examine the words, | 

which have been most used in TES | vine net diatom teliel neil naira Dacca 
controversy and the ideas VN hich pol reh gion than 1s tu be found m the Bible, how much 
; J 9 : », / oF distraction apd conftsion, and downright. bill gs- 
have been annexed to them, We Shall! gare in the chureh, would be thereby _— nted. but 


| scholasi ie ‘Gem s, nnd divines who ¢ but seio'ists in 


hardly find one of these ideas to he i Givinity, ave among the greatest pest- which can infe 


me hiistia ' le ‘Lhe |: ‘+’ posse.s the ‘ . 
y se a G anv ¢! ahh p opte. he latter posses themse.ves * 
Sear and distinct.* Some worcs 1H siock of cant phrases towhich they affix no defi- 
fi ike meaning, but cousiantly press them ito service, 
a ndall” ure heretics, and unconverted men, and wicre 


* These remarks may, with equal propriety, be. P=} Hore ‘L preachers, whe do not use the same worcs, and 
thedto many ofour modern controversics, to much that) im the same sense, 9p it they do If we are to belicve 
has been sa:d in support of the docirmes of C: pig to | some christian ‘, there ean be no repentance, conversion, 
the miserable atte rapts to prove, that if divine grace lo w renewiuy ol the Hol ‘iy Ghost, if baptism be regen ra. 
‘\ hen offered, be not irtesastibie, God js net om ae ni;;tion ‘Tims change of heart must be regenero tion, or it 

nd still mure to the paltry sophistry to which some of is no ch: inge at all, the se riptures and the ehureh to the 

bie hep neiish divines have had recourse, in order to ine | contrar y hotwithstan dung “It is «ll one, to go te work 

cea belel, that those who, with th: chureh, hold that} to draw those mew out of their mistak: ~, who have no 

‘aplisin is regeneration, deny the necessity ofa change | sctlled notions, as to disposses: a vagrant of bis habita- 
Y hes art try he wrou! rhi ivy the Ho! v Sporit 1i all 3 'vien who Rus po settled abode,” ° 
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pellers. They thought that if they 
magnified Christ much, and de- 
pended on his merits and interces- 
sion, they could not perish which 





sons here, of any nofe for learning 
and abilities, have bid adieu to Cal. 
vinism, and have left the Fatalists 
to follow their own opinions, and 


Way soever they led their lives;ito rejeice (since they Can rejoice) in 


reckoning, 
was decreed, 
God could not be frustrated, there- 
fore men were to leave themselves 
to be carmed by those decrees, This 
deew some into great impiety of 
life, and others into desperation. 
Luther changed his mind about it, 
ant’ Melancton openly wrote against 
it—But Calvin was still for main- 
taining the doctrine of these decrees. | 
only he warned the people not to | 
think much of them, since they 
secrets which men could not pene- 





wel e| ‘These 


that since every thing |a relizious system, consisting of 
and the decrees of! 


human creatures without liberty, 
doctrines without sense, faith with. 
out reason, and a God without mer- 
CY. 
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The daily service of our church 
lopens W ith several passages of the 
jHioly Scmpture, cue or more of 
Ww hich the ininister is directed to use, 
are designed to prepare the 


heart for Divine worships; and what 


trate into. Hooper, and inany other;can be so well adapted to answer 


good writers. did often ren the 
ne: ipte from entering into these cu-) 
riosities (See Burnet’s History of 
the Reformation.) 

It is to be feared, that those 
tions will prevail once more, and! 


that we shall again be plagued 
with a sect of gospellers, ‘To reason 


wth such persons signifies tittle. 
Reason, as well as learuing, 1s what 
they shun and disregard, and to all 
your arguments they will expose 
their own feelings: and excnertences. 
All that remains is, to caution and’ 
exhort those, who have not caught 
the infection, and to try if we can 
insome measure serve and secure 
the next generation. 

In England, at the time of the 
synod of Dort, there was much di-| 
Vision of opinion 
eantroverted articles; but the divines 


of the church have taken the liberty | 
themselves; | 


to think and judge for 
and it hath come to pass, that from 
that time to this,* almost all per- 





* Dr. Jortin’s ime. Of late years the Church of Eng- 
Jand has had its Calvinistic divmes. ‘They have been 
called, hot indeed Gospellers. but “the Evangelical 
Cc lergy.” A recent event has somewhat alarmed and 
distressed them, and they now seem disposed to be less 
exclusive in they pretensions, 


no- | Scr piu Cc Here salocted 1S, 


concer ie: the | 


this end as portions ‘of the word of 
‘God from whem enly the preparati- 


ion of the heart in man can proceed: 





T it tend iCil vy of the Passi bBes of 
re | selected “either 
to alo! “« COtna ‘oO rt tO the fe arful, (P 3. 


li. 9, cxtiii, 2. fer. x. 24) direction 


Ito the doubtful, (Ps. fi. 17. Dan. ix, 


19, Luke xv. 18, 19.) instruction to 
ithe ignorant, (1 Joh t. ~'s 9, Ezek, 
IXViil. 27. :) admonition to the careless, 
(Bs. li, 5. Matt. ti, 3.) or caution 
ito the formal, (Joel! in. 13.) They 
are adipted to produce humiliation 
hinder a conviction of our sins—faith 
iin the declarations and promises of 
God's mercy through Cirist—spi- 
rit: lity and love, inixed with reve- 
f “9 and fear, In our approaches 
ts the majesty of heaven and our 
hort wala to the mercy-seat. ‘These 
sentences ave pronounced by the 
minister Without being repeated by 
the people. ‘Phe people are to lis- 
ten to them as to the word of God, 
praying inwardly that the tem- 
pers intended to be produced, may 
prevail in their own souls aut 
throughout the whole congregation 


assembled for the worship ef God. 
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The sentences are followed by an |bad tree; surely there can be no 
exhortation, which is also to be pro- |spiritual health in us. Now if we 
nounced by the minister alone, and |fcel what we here confess, then and 
not repeated by the people. It is|then only, are we in a suitable frame 
an address from him to them. The! of mind for coming betore the throne 
work to which the people are ex-|of Him = who hath — “A bro- 
horted is confession of their sins,)ken and a contrite heart £ will 
the necessity of which has been) not despise.” Without this the finest 
proved by the preceding passages ef} words, the humblest posture of be- 
Scripture. Of this necessity the ex-| dy, and the most constant attendance 
hortation again reminds the . congre-|on the forms of Divine Worship will 
vation, and it tells them also in|avail nothing towards obtaining ac- 
what manner sin ts to be confessed.|ceptance with God. 

A humble, lowly, penitent and obe-| The prayer of confession is fol- 
dient heart 1s essential to its that is, lowed by the absolution, which the 
a deep sense of sin, lively sorrow | minister in the name of God, and 
for it, and resolutions to fight against | by the authority of his word, is to 
it, must accompany our ac know-| ‘pronounce, while the people remain 
ledgments of our guilt and vileness, on their bended knees to receive the 
We are also r minded that, while a) joyful declaration. In this the con- 
contrite heart becomes us at all gregation has no part. but to listen, 
times, if must in an especial man-'to receive the glad tidings into their 
ner be cherished when we come be-| hearts, and to adore with solemn 
fure the throne of grace to obtain! awe and lively gratitude the author 
pardon for our sins. iof the inestimable blessing. They 

In the confessior that succeeds, |are to remain silent, not repeating 
every member of the congregation |the words after the minister, but de- 
is to follow the minister, not oniy ivoutly meditating on the grace of 
with a pure or honest heart, but al-| their offended Ged, who by his au= 
so with a humbie voice, For as all | thorised servant mercifully declares 
have sinned, each one is to ac khow-, his forgiveness of all them that be 
ledge it for himself. In this part| penitent, and on the love of Jesus 
of worship the advantage of a form) Christ their Saviour, who by his 
seems peculiarly evident; for surely) precious blood-shedding bath pro- 
every sinner’s own lips shouid be, cured that forgiveness for them, 
employed in revealing his own ¢ y are to mix faith with what 
And what is it that we confess?— they hear, considering the declava- 
‘Phat we have sinned against God, tion made by God’s minister, built 
—that the devices and desires of our}on the word of God, as if God 
hearts are evil, ‘only evil continu-| were Himself declaring the forgive- 
ally,” (Gen. vi. 5.) and that we have|ness of all their sins by a voice 
followed them. And then. after|from heaven. ‘Then will they feel 
having acknowledged our offences,{an anxious desive to please Him, 
We sum up all by saying, estheve is and that the rest of their lives may 
no health in us.” This is fully evi- be pure and holy, so that at the 
dent from what we have before con-!last they may come to his eternal 
fessed. For if our hearts be alto-| joy, through Jesus Christ their Lord, 
gether corrupt, and if all our con-/ It cannot fail to strike the attentive 
duct has been a stream from this} reader how irreverent with respect 
polluted fountain—fruit from this’ to God the object of all our acts of 
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worship, and how injurious to them 
selves, is the too common practice of 
many persons in coming late to the 
house of God, perhaps after the con- 
fession of sin has been made, ane 
the declaration of absolu:ion pro- 
nounced, Those who thus habitu- 
ally and wilfully absent themselves 
from these important parts of the 
service, Cun feel neither the necessi- 
ty of contession, nor their need of 
forgiveness. HKvery part of Divine 
Worslup is important. and non 
more so than confession of sin; and 
surely it becomes us as creatures 
and sinsers—it is a du'y which we 
owe to God, ourselves and cur fel- 
low-worshippers, fo take our places 
in his house before the service be- 
gins. (unless we are prevented by 
absolute necessity) in order that 
our minds may be composed and 
prepared for the solemn work of the 
sanctuary, and that others may not 
be distracted in their devotions by 
our means, 

After the absolution the minister 
repeats the Lord’s Prayer, in whicti 


Psalins, (Ps. li. 15. Ixx. 1) which 
‘are to be used while all still continue 
ion their knees, “Phen all standing 
up join in the usual doxology and 
hailelujah. These supply a part for 
the minster and peope to perform 
alternately. ‘Phere ts in these short 
addresses a sweetness and energy, 
which every devout mind must feel. 
hese ejaculations contain the es- 
sence of truce devotion, And while 
they ascend in tie spirit of faith, 
the mind is prepared to join in as- 
cribing Glory to the iather, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost, and to 
add Hallelujah, the Lerd’s name be 
praised, If the heart be duly aifect- 
ed by these expressions of prayer 
and praise, the voice will join aloud 
in the parts assigned to it. 

The Apostle St. Paul exhorts us 
to sadmonish one another in Psalms, 
and hymns. and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody in our 
hearts to the “ord.” (itph. v. 19. 
Col, iit. £5.) This our church leads 
her members to do m the use of the 
95th Psalm. Vhe minister and peo- 








all the people are to join with their | ple are to read it aloud in alternate 
voices as well as their hearts. Lfiverses. If our hearts accompany 
they have received. in the exercise jour tips. we shall taste before hand 
of repentance and faith, the declara jthe joys of heaven, and know. that 
tion of forgiveness in the absolution,' we are forming one chorus with 
they may now with confidence cry, saints and angets before the throne 
«Abba, Father.” They are taught jof glory. The use of this Psalm is 
to do so by the Son of bis love, who}a general preparation for those that 
prescrived this form of prayer tor! follow. 

their use. ‘They may be sure that} ‘This hymn of praise is succeedea 
what they here ask for is according | by the daily portion of the psalins of 
to the will of God, because he who! David, the verses of which are also 
Jay in the bosom of the Father hath /to be read by the minister and peo- 
taught them «thus to pray.” We ple alternately. After these Psalms 
are thus assured that our requests) the doxology or hymn of glory to 
agree With his intercession. ‘There|each person in the Godhead is re- 
is nothing that any individual or the| peated. ‘he daily use of these in- 





whole church can want, that is not}spired Psalms will appear wise to 
included in this comprehensive pray-|ail those who understand them, For 
er. whatever we read in other parts of 

The Lord’s prayer is followed by|the Bible as matter of doctrine or 
two short petitions taken from the history, is here reduced to practice 
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and becomes our own. In other parts 
of the Scriptures repentance and 
faith are described—in reading the 


Psalms, we ourselves use the lan 
guage of repentance and faith. Else- 
where we learn how others served 
God;—here we serve him ourselves. 
The Psalms contain the truths of re- 


ligion adapted to the purposes of 


devotion. With this view the Psalms 
have been read from the early ages 
in the assemblies of the faithful. 
Every devout mind will find them 
suited to its own taste. 

The Psalms for the day are fol- 
lawed by the first lesson, taken from 
the Scriptures of the Old Testament, 
which together with the New were 
éseiven by inspiration of God, and 
are profitable for doctrine, for re- 


proof, for correction, for instruc oe 


a) righteousness, that thie nat TH 
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that by patience and comfort of 
his holy word, we may embrace 
and ever hold fast the blessed hope 
of everlasting life, which he hath 
given us in our Saviour Jesus 
Christ.” He must ‘open our un- 
derstandings that we may under- 
stand the Scriptures,” or they will 


prove to us a sealed book. 
{To be continued, } 





For the Repository. 

I hiave already given an account 
of the persecutions which the Rev 
Mr. M , had to endure in Phi- 
ladelphia, and of the wrongs of 
which he complained. The passages 
of his letter, which have been ex- 
tracted, will give some insight into 
his character, and his own account of 
his grievances. Some passages from 
Archbishop Se: Ker’s answer to the 
veverend gentleman’s complaints of 





God may be periect, thoroughly far- igriev ances, will close the account of 


nished unto ail geod works.” (2 Tim. 
it is the grand excel-| 


iil. 16, 17.) 
lence of our charch that so large a 


, , | 
portion of the pure word of God is, 
During! veral letters were sent to him, as if 


in daily use in her offices. 


this part of the service the congre-| | 


zation Is directed to sit, as they have 
no part to act but to wait for insiruc- 


tion from the word and Spirit of 


God. It looks well when people 
bring their Bibles as well as their 
Prayer Books to church with them; 
and in order more effectually to se 
cure their attention, follow the mi- 


nister as he is reading the word of 


God. Happily the poor as well as: 
the rich may now be furnished with 
this invaluable treasure. since Chris- 
tian charity by the means of various 
societies which issue the Bible, has 
placed it within their reach. Let 
every one lift up his heart in prayer 
to God, that, as he hath «caused all 
holy Scriptures ‘to be written 
for our learning,’ we may be en- 
abled so to ‘read, hear, mark, 
learn, and inwardly digest them, 








this schism In the church. 

‘You say, that it (the Bishop’s 
refusal) was procured by God knows 
what art and low cunning—that se- 


(rom the vestry and parishioners, ree 
commending strongly Mr. Sturgeon 
and Mr. Bache, as assistant minis- 
ters, and desirmug that you might be 
dismissed. That this failacy, this un 
parallelled piece of perfidy, will be 
jaid before me in a fair and reputable 
manner. Now I cannot learn upon 
ciquiry, that any one such letter 
was written to the Bishop, as from 
the vestry and parishioners. And 


lit any was written by others, they 


might at least have as good a right 
to remonstrate against you to him, 
as you have to remonstrate against 
the American clergy in general, to 
me. What you mean, therefore, by 
charging any persous with unparal- 
lelled perfidy, or even with jallacy, 
on this occasion, I cannet guess, 
Forsurely youhave not poor Dr Jeti- 
ney in view, Who can ouly be charged 
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with weakness, and that in your fa-|t or lives and writings’—and made 
vour. Fle granted you the occasi- | disturbances ever since you were ad- 
onal use of his pulpit, with great re-|mitted. As the governors of the pa- 
luctauce of mind, being, he « says./rish saw your behaviour in this light, 
much solicited; but others say, ter-| what could they do less than forbid 
rified by the vielence of your party.| your preaching again, till the Bi- 
Now, considering how excessively !shop’s pleasure should be known? 
angry you are apt to be when any} Suppose that a number of your 
thing is charged upon you, surely | parishioners, not being able to car- 
you ought to be very careful, and jry their favourite point, should break 
exhort those whom yeu have taken {off from your church, and set up a- 
under your direction, to be very care-| nother, would you think this right 
ful never to charge others at random. also? Let your conscience speak. 
You say, that you are cruelly,| Your adherents desire me, that they 
and unwarrantably thrust out of|may not be stigmatized with the op- 
the church. meaning Dr. Jenney’s, | probri ious names of Schismatics, Sc- 
Now, from what he and others have! paratists, &c. &c. Tam not disposed 
said, I rather conceive that cruel|to give harsh names; but indeed [ 
and unwarrantable steps were taken!can give no good one to such prac- 
to thrust you into it. tices as those. If persons may with- 
He, (the Bishop.) saith, that your) draw from a congregation, of which 
extetaporary praying and preaching! they are wrgnvgiee merely because 
are not agreeable to the canons, | they « cannot ect some person, whom 
«Before sermon the minister shall they have in admiration, how many 
move the people to joi with him pretences for withdrawing may they 
in prayer, inthe form, cr to the ef-) and others make with +o reason; 
fect there expressed.” And if in-|and what end can there be to divisi- 
stead of that, he makes a long pray-| ons and confusions? 
er, or one ina diferent forin, orto) Your followers profess great zeal 
a different effect, he disobeys the for the peace of the church, and you 
canon; and from such disobedience. profess great grief that it is wound- 
very great mischiels have arisen inj ed, and dec lare, that you will stvict- 
the church, and may again. Next)ly adhere, not only to the liturgy 
to such liberties taken in prayer, and doctrines, but to the discipline 
those ef extempore sermons are dan-lof the church. Pi ray, Sir, consider— 
gcrous, unless the preacher be very, Can you adhere to the discipline of 
pradent and mild in his temper. For)the church, whilst you act in defi- 











the passions of preachers hurry ance of the Bishop, the minister of 


them to say things which it may) the parish, and the vestry, on prin- 
be hoped they would not, we re ciples that tend to the dissolution of 
they to consider them previously. all churches, and the subversion of 
Or at least their discourse being) all ecclesiastical order? How could 
written by them, would testify con-| such an imagination come into your 
cerning itself. ‘mind? And how can you request me 


Dr. Jenney asserts, and the ves-| to countenance such proceedings? 
try admits, that you have used ¢*yail-| But it seems that you have a further 
ings and reviling in the pulpit, and and much mightier plea to make, 
boldly and indiscriminately ¢ aspersed| You affirm, that the doors are shut 
the whole body of our church and) against you for teaching the doc- 
clergy, their doctrines and principles.! trines of the gospel, and intimate 
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{hat you are required to cease from {ken up with reports; in spreading of 
preaching a crucified Christ, though | which the ignorant and the partial 
ihe Bishop had given you power to/are usually the busiest and (he loud- 
do it, and though you had selemnly | est. - 
promised at your ordination, that; I am very sensible that a minister 
you would do it, and wonld banish of the gospel should have good re- 
all strange doctrines. But consider, | port of them, which are without. 
the power given you was, to «preach | But mere opinion, [ apprehend, 
the word of God,’ in the congrega- would not excite in the breasts of 
jion “where you should be lawfully dissenters of all sorts, at once, so 
appointed thereunto.’ And why very warm a zeal in favour of a 
could not your promise have been as| minister of the church, as they are 
well, and better performed, in Vir-|said to show at present, without his 
ginia, where you might have been /taking some undue methods of 
awfully appointed? On what grounds|/courting them, or their hoping to 
do youaflirm that the doors ave shut! gain some advantage to their com- 
against you for teaching the doctrines mon interest, by such behaviour. 
of the gospel? { hope 3 ‘ou do not|'Those several sects, differing so 
account your bishop an ene ny to|widely from us, and from one ano- 
them. You are not charged in any jther, cannot ail of them approve 
letter to him, nor in Dr. Jenney’ si your doctrines, and therefore it is 
jetter, with false tenets, but with| not for your doctrines, that they ap- 
railing accusations. And of this) plaud you. LT would not think uncha- 
charge, you have. in vour letter to; vitably of any of them; but I cannot 
mie, gone a great way towards prov-| help remarking how much more 
ing yourself guilty. icharify your followers have forthem, 
By calling ‘yourself the Preacher |than for the ministers and members 
of the Articles, you scem to consider lof the church. The latter they sus. 
vourself the only preacher of them, pect to do every thing from a wrong 
in tlrat charch., Accordingly your) principles the former, they are clears 
followers say, that excluding you, | do every thing from a right one. 
forces them to hear men, whose doc-| But is it not very natural toimagine, 
'rines not beime agreeable to the Ar-|that a large proportion of these 
‘icles of the Charc h, cannot please,| multitudes may ileck after you. 
nor their lessons convey instruction. |solely from an idle cuviosity, and 
Now they made no such complaint | fondness of novelty? And that 
of (heir ministers before. You mus{ cnove than a few may encourage 
provably have been, as Dr. J’s ietfer sou, because they promise them- 
represents youto be, the accuser of! selves, that dividing our church will 
your brethren. You say one door, weaken if not overturn if?) Queht 
hath been shut against you, but God| vou not to suspect your own cause, 
hath opened another. But he per-|for being supported by them, in- 
nits many unjustifiable things tojstead of glorying in that support? 
he done. Which is the more probable pre- 
You are «still followed ™ amul-!samption of the two—that you are 
titude of people of all denominati-| wrong, or that all the rest of the 
ous.” New, few, or none of these « lorey are? 
can have been witnesses to what) Fivust that none of our clergy i iti 
hath veen transacted chieily in ves-| America ave such in point of doc- 
tries and letters; bat must have ta ‘tr ine, ag yon make the generality ef 
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them to be. 
that the contrary ought to be pre 
suined concerning them all. That 
it appears concerning several of 
them from what they have written; 
and that since we are directed by 
the Apostie, «against an Elder, re- 
ceive not an accusation, but before 
two or three witnesses,” we ought 
not to receive an accusation, much 
less so improbable an accusation, 
against the Elders of a whole coun- 
try, on the credit of one witness. 


But of this, I am sure, | 


lictle regarded, and wish even foy 
tie sake of your temporal interest, 
that you had gone and settled ina 
recuiai manner, Where you were in. 
vited, 

But forthe sake of an infinitely 
nore important interest, L beg you 
would consider the solemn pro- 

ise Which you have made, «reve. 
rently to obey your Bishop, and 
other chief ministers, to whom the 
charge and government over you ts 
committed,”? and to maimtain and 


especially of one who has so much |set forwards, as much as in you li- 


need to be reminded of the same 


. Apostle’s other direction—«Let all 





bitterness, and wrath, and anger, 
and clamour, and evil speaking, be 
put away from you. 

My deliberate judgment upon the 
whole is, that you ought not to have 
made the separation which you have | 
done; but to have quitted Philadel-| 
phia, when the Bishop’s refusal of) 
a license came; first begging pardon 
for the uneasinesses which you have 
stirred up there. This. Lam fully sa- 
tisfied, was your christian duty. 
Whether it would have been worldly 
wisdom also, time will show, I do 
not take upon me to prognosticate. 
But possibly some who have been 
hurried into sabscribing, may change 
their minds before they have paid 
much of their money. Or, suppos- 
ing the church built, or the liberty of 
using the state house continued, 
what 1s no longer new, may fail, 
after a while, to draw the expected 
numbers together; your singulari-| 
ties, avd your intemperate heat, 
may gradually disgust such as once 
were pleased with them, and they 
who delight in you now as an instru- 
ment of making breaches in our 
church, may come to slight you 
when the work is done, or when you 
have miscarried in if, whichseever 
may happen. So after doing much 








harm, you may be laid aside, or 


eth. quietness, peace and love, a- 
mongst all christiau neople. But if 
you turn a deaf ear tu this entreaty, 
[ must then beg your followers, for 
whose perusal, as well as yours, 
this letter is intended, to remember 
and observe St. Paul's rule—« stark 
them, which cause divisions and of- 
iences, and avoid them.” 

As I have written these things, if 
I know my own heart, in the spirit 
of meekness, [hope you will read 
them with the same; and not be kin- 
dled by them into that «wrath of 
man” which s*worketh not the righ- 
teousness of God,” Part of them, 
[ am sensible, must give you pain. 
But “faithful are the wounds of a 
friend,” and I am very sorry that 
you have allowed me ne other way 
of approving myself your sincere 
friend.” 


ee ee 


From the Reasonable Communicant. 
' Parishioner—When I have re- 
ceived the sacrament, 1 suppose I 
shall return home full of joy and 
consolation, assured of God’s fa- 
vour, the forgiveness of my sins, 
and everlasting happiness, 
Minister-—This may not be—One 
may be in God’s favour without be- 
ing assured of it; one may have ‘is 
tins forgives, without know ng or 
velieving is nay. may be hereafter 


‘everlasiingly happy inthe kingdom of 
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God, though miserable and despond jfore be not discouraged, if you find 
inc here. Butin this you may be|not that content and pleasure, alter 
cativfied, that if you truly repent of|your coming jrom the sacrament, 
your sinS, they “will certainly be whic h you may hope and wish for 
fore iven, and you shall certainls be! be fore. Go on steadily in the ways 
happy mM the world to come. But of virtue, and do your christian du- 
whether you shall have the comfort |ties constantly; and whether you 
of believing your sivs forgiven, at) feel the sensible warmths and com- 
cuch @ ene, at or after receiving ‘forts of religion or not, yet you 
the sacrament, is not quite se sure. shall never want at length the just 
No such joy cr consolation is a n-) rewards of ite ; ‘he former depend 
nexed by any proms se of God, tolupon unceriainties, the latter upon 
the worthy reception of the diesser i God’s geedness and truth, which 
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rAL 4 Phe following advice is takcn from 
of one of the pieces circulcted by «The 
mind, not be filled witht. Andlet}Society lor promoting Christian 
mie noW advise you, not to expect.) Knowledge.” 

and by no means to depend upon| As to your religious deportinent, 
such conselations. Lf they follow it. never omit your morning and even- 
it is wells if not, there is nu harm jing prayers, and when upon your 
nor danger in the want ofthem, Pre-| knees, keep your anid intent upon 
nare yourself by true and sincere; Almighty God, to whom you pray. 
repentance, and come with faith, Cultivate such purity of mind, as 
and as well disposed as you can, may render you acceptable to God. 
and leave the rest to Ged, you will, Blush in secret at any thought that 
have the satisfaction of having done religion condemns. W hatev er your 
your duty in the best manuer you company may be. take care not te 
could. and with that you must be lof ‘BG against modesty by any word 
content; for the rest is not in your oraction, and avoid giving any smile 
power. Lhave known wany good of approbation, when words Oi a 
people disconsolate upon this occ -|double meaning are spoken; you 
sion, by being ¢ isap point ted of suc i may justly conclud e that such words 
expectations as their warn limagine- lcome from a bad heart. If you have 
tions hed ratsed in them, wit! hout! an opportunity of attending family 
any reason or promise made on God’s| prayers, be thankful to God for it, 
part. ‘“bhey came away coid, and | and by your constant and ready at- 
litile affected, from the Sacrament, ‘te ndance, show that you esteem it a 
when they thought their hearts must /blessing. Let it be the delight of 
have been filled with devout trans-| your life to attend, as often as you 
poris; and because of this they fell) possibly can, Divine woishipin your 
into deep concern, and believed they |parish church. You should always 
had not prepared themselves as|consider that God's eye is continu- 
they ought to have ig uthougi:!ally upon you, that no darkness or 


upon examining their hearts, they | privacy can hinder him from being 
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could not justly” charge themselves | a concerned speciation, but more es- 


with any consider able omissions or! pecially in his pktce of Divine wor- 


ships therefore Iect peti behaviour 


negligence im that work, And there-- 
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160 Exciracts. 


th ere be erave, sertous and devout, 
and take care to be present belore 
Service begins. 

iaving been confirmed, and at that 
time in the presence of God, taken 
nbon you to perform the three things 
promiscd in your name, when you 
WN og" alae that is to renounce 
the evil and ali his w orks, to be- 
ag tue apticies of the christian 
faith, and keep God’s command 
sneniss you are required by your 
christian profession to omit no op-}s 
portunitics of coming to the sacra- 
ment of the Lord's aw You 
are exfiorted not to give way to the 
sugevesiions of your spir ery enemy, 
by: any piea for neglecting that holy 
ordinance. 

Lhe Devil would keep us all from 
doing our duty to God, if he could, | 
Vhis is his constant employment. 
But do you resolve to be God’s ser- 

vont, and then vou will enjoy perfect, 
freedom of 
endless felicity in the next. You 
are of age to Judge and act for your 
self, and not only to discern good 
oe evil, but to appresend the great 
diac tri nes of christianity, particular- 


ly of Jesus Christ beme the Saviour | 


of sinners. and oniy mediator be-! 
tween God and man. 
Whom, and with a design more el- 
fectually to engage his ‘disci ipies to 
love, imitate and obey him, this lo- 
ly sacrament was instituted, ‘Chis 


holy ordinance was intended to pro 





panuch dice 


Exiract. 

Bishop Horne, says Skinner, was 
careful to guard us against that vain 
pretension to learning, which makes 
some men affect to be wise in mat- 
ters of religion «sabove what is writ- 
ten.’ While at the same time he was 
equality careful to withhold every 
encouragement from that euthusias- 
tic notion. so fondly cherished by 
others of a different description, 
Who imagine themselves sure of sal- 

vation, youll no other reason bet be- 
cause they are ignorant and unlearn- 
ed. Both én extremes wust be 
ecually avoided, and there cannot be 
ity in drawing the line, 


ibetween that proud display of learn- 


Ing, nage bh looks dowa with contempt 


mplicity of the Gospel, and 
the no sion presumptuous ignorance, 


which foolishly regards all its in- 


mind in this life, and | 
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in memory of 7 
‘thus dr 
lendeavours, by every method be can 





W vine icelings and imaginary assu- 
France, as certain proofs of a saving 
fai th, though unaccompanied with 


‘any true kno wiedge of the ground, 


on which that faith is built. 


Extract. 

The faithful monitor is always re- 
garded by the wicked as a trouble- 
‘some intruder, and as the enemy of 
bis quiet. [ven conscience itself is 
eaded, and the cuilly wretch 


devise, to escape from her remon- 
strances, and to harden himself 


against her denunciations, Uut the 


mote a spirit of piety. and the prac- voic e of judgment wil, at last be 


tice of all goodness in the € omnya- | beard, pei mitts 
Vou wil SOON 00 the < rq- {or other pe through be avenues 
ycorsiant vot the heart; 
all religious dutie s,| in the end prod uce either terror or 


nicants. 
vantages and pl: 
performance of 
in a greaicr coniposure of your pas- 
sions, a 
yourconversation, a better disposi- 
tion of mind, more seriousness, pru- 


‘asure of ¢ 


rore e@xact regularity in| 


| 


dence and success, by the blessing | 





et some tine 
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and fear and terror will 
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Che Convention of the 
of Maryland, 


Will meet in Baltimore on the SIst 


of God, in the common affairs of |of May, being the first Wednesday 


life. 


iafter ‘Drinity Sunday. 


P. EL. Church 
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